XXX                                PREFACE.
The opportunities which I enjoyed of visiting
even those parts  of Palestine most familiarly
known, were accompanied with more favourable
circumstances than usually falls to the lot of
European travellers in these regions. Through
the greater part of the country I passed as a
native of it, wearing the dress and speaking the
language of the Arabs,  and by these means
commanding a free intercourse with the people
in their most unguarded moments, and opening
sources of information which would otherwise
have been inaccessible.    From circumstances of
a peculiar nature, I had occasion to cross this
country in a greater number and variety of
directions th,an has ever been done by any in-
dividual traveller before, as far as I am aware
of 5 and although this interrupted the speed of
my progress, it was attended with the advantage
of enabling me to correct many geographical
errors, and to verify the  positions  visited in
these various routes.
But the most interesting portion .of these
Travels, and that which may be termed entirely
new, is the country of Bashan and Gilead* east
of the Jordan* That stream has hitherto been
the boundary of all our knowledge regarding the
ancient Judea, since no traveller, whose works
are published, has yet explored the countries
beyond it* Dr. Seeteen, a German, and Mr,